
 
 

Continuity of Learning and COVID-19 Response Plan (“Plan”) Application  

 
As a result of COVID-19 and the closing of school buildings for the 2019-2020 School Year, 
school 
districts must submit a Continuity of Learning and COVID-19 Response Plan (“Plan”) in order to 
continue to receive state aid for operations. Although schools are closed and not providing 
in-person instruction, teaching and learning must continue. Michigan educators have been 
called 
to provide our students with continued learning. 
 
There are varied states of readiness to provide continuity in learning among districts. Even 
within 
districts with multiple school sites, there are different levels of readiness. It is expected that 
schools will provide instruction at distance using a variety of methods that meet local needs, 
including printed materials, phone contact, email, virtual learning or a combination to meet 
student needs. 
 
We should not assume that continuity in learning can only occur through online means. 
While many educators have been providing distance learning opportunities, the Governor’s 
Executive Order ( EO 2020-35 ) requires all schools to begin providing learning opportunities for 
all students no later than April 28, 2020. Districts who are able to begin their plans earlier are 
encouraged to do so. 
 
Each district shall submit a single completed Assurance Document, Budget Outline, and 
Continuity 
of Learning Plan to its intermediate school district. Each public school academy shall submit a 
completed Assurance Document, Budget Outline, and Continuity of Learning Plan to its 
Authorizer. 
A single application should be filed for the district rather than multiple applications for individual 
schools within a district. The following items are required for the application which may be 
submitted beginning April 8, 2020: 
 
1. Assurances Document 
2. Continuity of Learning Plan 
3. Budget Outline 
 

 
Continuity of Learning and COVID-19 Response Plan (“Plan”) Guiding Principles 

 
As districts and public school academies complete the Assurances and Continuity of Learning 
Plans, they should consider utilizing the following principles to guide their work: 
 
Keep Students at the Center 
Intentional outreach to continue building relationships and maintain connections. Help students 
feel safe and valued. At minimum, plan to do the following: 
 
- Plan for Student Learning: Build on each student’s strengths, interests and needs and use this 
knowledge to positively affect learning. 
 
- Develop a Weekly Plan and Schedule: Offer routines and structures for consistency and for the 



balancing of think time, work time and play time for health and well-being. 
 
- Contact Families: Partner to support student learning through ongoing communication and 
collaboration. This will not look the same for every student and family—safety remains the 
priority. Provide translations as necessary. 
 
Design Learning for Equity and Access 
Plan and deliver content in multiple ways so all students can access learning. 
 
- Teach Content: Set goals using knowledge of each student, content area standards, and of 
Michigan Merit Curriculum. 
 
- Deliver Flexible Instruction: Consider how to deliver content depending on tools and resources 
accessible to each student. Alternative modes of instruction may include use of online learning, 
telephone communications, email, virtual instruction, videos, slideshows, project-based 
learning, 
use of instructional packets or a combination to meet diverse student needs. 
 
- Engage Families: Communicate with families about engagement strategies to support students 
as they access the learning. Families are critical partners. Provide translations as necessary. 
 
Assess Student Learning 
Manage and monitor student learning and plan what’s next for learning including the potential 
need for summer and supplemental learning. 
 
- Check Student Learning: Use a variety of strategies to monitor, assess and provide feedback 
to 
students about their learning. 
 
- Make Instructional Adjustments: Use formative assessment results to guide educators’ 
reflection 
on effectiveness of instruction and to determine next steps for student learning. 
 
- Engage Families: Communicate with families about assessment results in order to inform next 
steps and the potential for supplemental summer learning. Provide translations as necessary. 
 



Continuity of Learning and COVID-19 Response Plan (“Plan”) Assurances 

 
Date Submitted: 4/14/20 

 
Name of District: Okemos Public Schools 

 
Address of District: 4406 N Okemos Rd, Okemos, MI 48864 

 
District Code Number: 33170 

 
Email Address of the District: john.hood@okemosk12.net 

 
Name of Intermediate School District: Ingham Intermediate School District 

Name of Authorizing Body (if applicable): N/A 

This Assurance document needs to be returned to your Intermediate School District or, for 
Public School Academies, your Authorizing Body with your Continuity of Learning Plan and 
Budget Outline beginning April 8, 2020 to indicate that the district will adopt a plan to ensure 
continuous learning for all students through the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. 

 
Districts should submit a single district plan that relates to all of their schools. 

 
The applicant hereby provides assurance it will follow the requirements for a Plan for the 

remainder of the 2019-2020 school year: 

1. Applicant assures that all student learning will take place under the direction of a teacher of 

record for each student enrolled in the district. 

2. Applicant assures that it will continue to pay school employees during the balance of the 2019-
2020 school year under the same terms and conditions established prior to the school closure 
order period. 

3. Applicant assures that the Plan was developed in collaboration with district administrators, 

school board members, teachers, and local bargaining units. 

4. Applicant assures that food distribution has been arranged for or provided for eligible students. 

5. Applicant assures coordination between applicant and Intermediate School District in which the 

District/PSA is located to mobilize disaster relief child care centers. 

6. Applicant assures that to the extent practicable the District/PSA will in good faith provide 
students with IEPs/Section 504 Plans the opportunity to participate in learning consistent with 
existing plans. 

7. Applicant assures that Continuity of Learning and COVID-19 Response Plan, Assurance 
Document, and Budget Outline will be posted immediately following approval to the 
District’s/PSA’s website. 



District Statement of Alignment with Strategic and Equity Plans 

 

 

The Okemos Public School’s development of a Continuity of Learning Plan was 

guided by our commitment to the mission, vision and values as outlined in the 2020-
24 Strategic Plan and District Equity Plan, as follows: 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:   

Together...educating with excellence, inspiring each learner for life. 

VISION STATEMENTS:  

LEADING IN EDUCATIONAL EQUITY.  

EDUCATING STUDENTS TO CARE AND POSITIVELY IMPACT THEIR COMMUNITY.  

VALUE STATEMENTS:  

In our pursuit of excellence, Okemos Public Schools values:  

EQUITY - Understanding, acknowledging, and responding to the diverse needs and 

strengths of all individuals.  

RELATIONSHIP - Engaging in intentional interactions to nurture respect, trust, and open 

communication among all.  

CULTURE - Creating a safe and inclusive environment that encourages kindness, 

empathy, well- being, and individuality.  

INTEGRITY - Maintaining exceptional ethical standards rooted in honesty and 

transparency.  

INNOVATION - Inspiring creativity and change to adapt to an ever-changing world.  

 
 



EQUITY STATEMENT  

We believe focusing on equity within our school environment is critical to the 

district’s mission of: “Together...educating with excellence, inspiring learners for 

life”.  

As a district enhanced by diversity, Okemos Public Schools is dedicated to an ongoing process of 

creating and sustaining an inclusive and safe culture for students, families and staff.  

We respect, value, honor and celebrate the rich dimensions of diversity within our community, 

including but not limited to: biological sex, disability, ethnicity, family status, gender 

identity/expression, language, national origin, race, religion, sexual orientation and socio-

economic status.  

Together, students, family and staff are committed to cultivating a culturally competent and 

responsive school community to ensure that we are meeting the academic, social, emotional, 

and behavioral needs of ALL of our students. We will promote equity and eliminate barriers to 

learning with the goal of improved student achievement and an enhanced social consciousness.  

 

Furthermore, the Okemos Schools utilized additional learning from our new 
partnership with the Midwest and Plains Equity Center, which defines educational 
equity as: 

“when educational practices, policies, curricula, resources and school cultures are 

representative of all students, such that each student has access to, participate in and make 

progress from high quality learning experiences, regardless of his or her race, socio-economic 

status, gender, ability, religion affiliation, national origin, linguistic diversity or other 

characteristics.” https://greatlakesequity.org/map-eac 

 

 

Continuity of Learning and COVID-19 Response Plan (“Plan”) 

 
 

The goal of a Continuity of Learning Plan and COVID-19 Response Plan is to ensure that each 
district or public school academy is providing, to the best of its ability, each student with 
alternative modes of instruction to help them stay on pace in their learning. This application 
recognizes that there is no “one-size-fits-all” solution; multiple means of engaging students and 
supporting families are necessary that may vary by grade level, school building or student 
population served. 
 
In accordance with Executive Order 2020-35 a plan must include all of the following parts: 
 
1) Please describe the methods the district will use to provide alternative modes of instruction 

https://greatlakesequity.org/map-eac


other than in-person instruction and a summary of materials each pupil and the pupil’s parents 
or guardians will need to access meaningfully the alternative modes of instruction included in 
the plan. If the plan relies on electronic instruction, the plan must ensure to the extent feasible 
that pupils have access to a connected device capable of accessing the electronic instruction 
and  must not penalize a pupil for the pupil’s inability to fully participate. 
 

“Alternative modes of instruction” means modes of pupil instruction, other than 
in-person instruction, that may include, without limitation, partnerships with other 

districts or intermediate districts or community colleges or institutions of higher 
education, use of vendors, use of online learning, telephone communications, email, 
virtual instruction, videos, slideshows, project-based learning, use of instructional 
packets or a hybrid of multiple modes of learning that still promote recommended 

practices for social distancing to mitigate the spread of COVID-CD. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
Okemos Public Schools is fortunate to have had community support to implement a one-to-one 
learning device initiative for students to have access to technology to promote learning. Our 
5 th through 12 th grade students regularly take devices home to access content and complete 
work, while our K-4 students access devices at school. Okemos has worked to be sure each 
student has their device at home to participate in off-site learning through technology. 
 
Our approach recognizes the importance of student access as well as the ability to participate 
in,  and make progress with, the delivery methods used. We understand this learning is much 
different from what students experience day to day in our schools, especially for our 
younger students and populations with special needs. We will offer a hybrid model of 
instruction using devices and hard copy, self-paced learning materials to be sure we are 
meeting the range of needs. 
 
For those K-4 students who have Internet access, but don't have a device at home, devices will 
be made available. We will work with families who lack Internet access to meet this need where 
possible. All students will have the opportunity to access grade-level/course materials as needed 
to complete their work. 
 
The District is committed to providing learning from a distance for all students, including 
eligible students in applicable programs, early childhood, students with IEPs, students 
with 504 plans and students (18-26) in post-secondary transition programs. Learning may be 
provided in coordination with partner programs (e.g. GSRP, Wilson Talent Center, The Early 
College, HSDCI, Graduation Alliance, E2020, MVU...). The district is committed to making a 
best faith effort to provide support for those students with specialized needs. The district will 
not penalize a pupil for the pupil's inability to fully participate. 
 
The district surveyed families to identify needs on multiple occasions to support families in need 
of the following: 
- A personal learning device to access content 
- Assistance in Internet connectivity 
- Mental health support for students 
- Assistance with transportation 



- Assistance with personal hygiene items 
 
Findings were used to provide directed assistance to families. To date, almost 800 devices have 
been requested for students. Mental health resources have been shared by counselors and 
administration and directed to families. Internet resources were compiled to assist in obtaining 
free or low-cost Internet. Volunteers assisted in deliveries to families and the district’s bus fleet 
was utilized as well. Cares Closet items were distributed by teachers to families in need of basic 
supplies. 
 

Resources to Identify Internet Providers 

Everyoneon.org  

EveryoneOn 

EveryoneOn is a national nonprofit that creates social and economic opportunities by connecting everyone to the internet. 
Since 2012, EveryoneOn has facilitated access to affordable technology solutions--in-home internet service, desktops and 
laptops--and free digital literacy training through our offer locator tool, cross-sector partnerships, and local programming 
efforts.  

Free Referral and Information Helpline 

 

Michigan 211 

Need help with food, housing, or paying bills? Need support in a family crisis or community disaster?  2-1-1 is a free referral 

and information network that connects people to a wide range of health and human services, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

 

To contact 2-1-1 simply dial the numbers 2-1-1 from any phone.   

2-1-1 operators offer help in 180+ languages.  

FFC.GOV Broadband Map 

 

 

List of Potential Local Providers 

Comcast 

Internet Essentials 

Comcast is also making its Xfinity Wi-Fi hotspots free for anyone to use. Millions of the hotspots are scattered throughout the 
country; you can find hotspot locations here. 

Charter/Spectrum 
 
Spectrum: Internet, Cable TV, and Phone Service 

https://www.everyoneon.org/
http://www.everyoneon.org/
https://www.mi211.org/
https://broadbandmap.fcc.gov/#/
http://www.internetessentials.com/
https://wifi.xfinity.com/
https://www.spectrum.com/


FREE Internet Access to qualifying homes with students. 

Call 1-844-579-3743 to enroll. 
 
Find out if Spectrum is in your area: Click here. 

AT&T 

Access from AT&T - Discount Internet Access 

Find out if AT&T is in your area: Click here. 

T-Mobile 

T-Mobile Update on COVID-19 Response 

Sprint 

Sprint COVID 19 Response 

WOW 

Participating in Lifeline, an income or government assistance based program that provides low-cost Internet Service:  

Learn how to apply: How to Get Lifeline - Universal Service Administrative Company 

 

 

Note: The Okemos Public Schools provides this for informational purposes only and does not 

endorse any company or service. Please note this list is not exhaustive and other providers and 

resources may be available.  

 

 

2) Please describe the methods the district will use to keep pupils at the center of educational 
activities, including outreach to continue building relationships and maintain connections and to 
help pupils feel safe and valued. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
Teacher expectations for making contact and providing content to students is outlined in the 
charts below. Connections with students and content delivery will be done through multiple 
modalities that include the use of technology for remote meetings, email, phone calls, US mail 
or alternate means of delivery or pick up of hard copy paper materials. GSRP teachers will hold 
an end of the year virtual conference with each family.  

https://www.everyoneon.org/find-offers
https://www.att.com/shop/internet/access/#!/
https://www.everyoneon.org/find-offers
https://www.t-mobile.com/news/t-mobile-update-on-covid-19-response
https://www.sprint.com/en/landings/covid-19.html?ECID=vanity:covid-19
https://www.lifelinesupport.org/how-to-get-lifeline/


 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 
An approximate range of times is established by grade level to reflect developmentally appropriate practices: 

 

 Grade  
Level 

      Minimum        Maximum           Recommended 
                  Length of Sustained 

Attention 

Pre-K 20 minutes per day 60 minutes per day 3-5 minutes 

Kdg 30 minutes per day 90 minutes per day 3-5 minutes 

1-2 45 minutes per day 
 

90 minutes per day 
 

5-10 minutes 

3-4 60 minutes per day 
 

120 minutes per day 10-15 minutes 

5-8 Class:  15 minutes/day 
Total:  90 minutes/day 

Class:  30 minutes/day 
Total:  180 minutes/day 

1 subject area or class 



9-12 Class:  20 minutes/day 
Total:  120 minutes/day 

Class:  35 minutes/day 
  Total:  210 minutes/day 

1 subject area or class 

*Recommended times developed in accordance with MAISA and MI-ASCD 

While we are well positioned to implement technology to meet needs, we recognize the 
developmental and individualized needs of our students for learning, as well as the needs of 
families during this difficult time. We will gain additional awareness of the modalities that 
students/families can access, participate and make progress in. Buildings will survey 
parents/guardians/students asking questions with the purpose to seek to understand situations 
and remove barriers so all students can have access to, participate in, and make progress in our 
learning plan: 
 
Sample Questions 
 
1. How would you best be able to access, participate and make progress with connecting with 
your teacher(s)/service provider? 

A. Through the district’s one-to-one device initiative (online) 
B. Email 
C. If your family or student has other considerations you would like us to be aware of, 
please share them below. 

 
2. How would you best be able to access, participate and make progress with your off-site 
learning? 

A. Though the district’s one to one device initiative (online) 
B. Self-paced paper packets 
C. If your family or student has other considerations you would like us to be aware of 
please share them below. 

 
As noted in the Governor’s executive order, students and families will not be penalized for being 
unable to access, participate and make progress in school offerings after March 11, 2020 and 
until the end of the established calendar for the 19-20 school year. 
 
 
3) Please describe the district’s plans to deliver content in multiple ways so that all pupils can 
access learning. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
Okemos Public Schools is fortunate to have a “one-to-one” learning device initiative, thanks 
to community support for past bond initiatives, which puts us in a strong position to provide 
connections through technological means. Technology will be our primary focus of 
delivery, especially for students  grades 5-12 where learning is increasingly independent. 
For students with the ability to access, participate in and make progress through technology, 
content will be provided through the established online platform and/or district email accounts. 
Teachers will provide a combination of face-to-face connections and on demand content 
(content that does not require a student to be present a particular time) for students as 
outlined in the charts displayed in question #2. 
 
For those students without the ability to access, participate in and make progress through 



technology, an alternate mode of delivery will be through hard copy, self-paced instructional 
packets. This will be supplemented with phone conferencing to support instruction. Self-paced, 
hard copy materials will be provided by multiple means that may include US mail, pick up 
and/ordrop off by school transportation services. 
 
As part of our MTSS at the elementary level, there will be supplementary resources and learning 
opportunities available for our students that benefit from additional support in the following 
areas: reading intervention, math intervention, Gifted & Talented, and English Language 
Learner supports. These supports may include digital or print materials, and may focus directly 
on the student, or equipping parents with supports to help their child. 
 
At the secondary level, MTSS is integrated in a student's regular schedule based on the courses 
they are enrolled in. For example, students may have an additional reading class or writing lab. 
Resources for these courses will be available online for students, along with the rest of their 
course work. Regular office hours, where teachers are available in real time for students. 
 

4) Please describe the district’s plans to manage and monitor learning by pupils. 

 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
Teachers will monitor and manage student learning within an instructional platform, email or 
other technological means. Teachers will provide feedback to students on assignments through 
the instructional platforms as they are completed. Teachers will make reasonable attempts to 
differentiate instruction within the platform to meet student's needs. For students receiving 
self-paced, instructional materials, answer keys will be included and teachers will be available 
by email or phone if needed. GSRP programs will document learning from a distance including 
outreach efforts and family contacts (such as frequency, type, duration, and family response). 
 
Grading 
Given our current situation, Okemos Public Schools will not be issuing any letter grades for the 
second semester/third trimester of the 2019-2020 school year. Students will receive either a 
“pass” or “incomplete” for all courses interrupted by suspension of face-to-face instruction. A 
student’s GPA will be calculated based on the final grades from the first semester of the 2019-
2020 school year. Any classes that were not fully completed as of March 12, 2020 and awarded 
on an official report card or transcript will revert to a “pass” or “incomplete” designation. A 
“pass” will award credit to any student with a 59.5% or above at the time of the suspension of 
classes.  
 
Okemos Schools is committed to supporting students who may require further documentation 
for college or NCAA purposes. 
 
We believe grading is an equity issue for several reasons: 
-There is no feasible and equitable way for letter grades to fairly and accurately represent 
student learning during a time when access, participation and the ability to make progress is 
limited for some students. 
-Not everyone will have the opportunity to access, fully participate in and make progress from 
high quality learning experiences and demonstrate understanding of concepts during truncated 
classes. 



-If some students earn letter grades and others are given a “credit” or “incomplete,” we 
perpetuate a practice and policy that reinforces inequities in our system. 
-During this time of heightened stress, removing the pressure of letter grades for all students is 
important for the mental health and well-being of students and families. 
-Many colleges and universities (including Harvard and MIT) have moved to a universal 
-Pass[Credit]/Fail system and are waiving spring 2020 grade requirements for incoming high 
school seniors. 
 
Granting Credit 
Students should not be negatively impacted in earning credits for graduation during the 
suspension of face-to-face instruction. For the purposes of the second semester of 2019-2020, 
essential objectives and/or standards for classes will be identified. Staff will identify student 
understanding of those objectives to determine a “pass” or achievement of those credits. If a 
student cannot or does not demonstrate proficiency of those objectives, schools will designate 
an “incomplete.” For seniors/students who were passing courses as of March 11, 2020, they will 
be awarded credit, and those who were not can attempt to make up work to meet the “pass” 
standard and be awarded credit. During the 2020-2021 school year, staff will assess students' 
proficiency of objectives, identify any gaps in understanding and adjust instruction to student 
learning needs. 
 
The Okemos Schools District will be reviewing this approach to identify any unintended 
consequences for our high school students, particularly seniors,  and may make adjustments as 
necessary. 
 
 
5) Please attach a budget outline estimating additional expenditures associated with the Plan 
and sources of revenue to pay for those expenditures. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
The district will incur expenditures to implement this plan, the extent of which is still unknown 
at this time. Purchases specifically for this plan include purchase of learning supplies such as 
paper, pencils, and potentially specialized technology for special populations; resources to 
deliver print materials to families, such as additional paper, copying costs, envelopes, labels, 
postage and potentially fuel for buses; resources for electronic support for teachers and 
families, such as online instructional and meeting platforms, software and application fees. An 
estimated cost for these expenditures is extremely hard to project at this point as it will depend 
on the number of families without access to Internet connectivity as well as the amount of fees 
needed for online resources. As more information becomes known in the upcoming weeks, the 
District will update this section if needed. The district will use state foundation revenue to pay 
for these expenditures and/or other funding sources that become available due to the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) response. GSRP funds are available for GSRP students to be used for 
staffing, purchasing needed supplies, equipment, and resources, to allow a staff member or a 
family to connect remotely, to provide families with home learning kits, books, supplies, or 
other resources needed to support their children’s learning. 
 
 
Labor costs to implement the plan do not come at an additional expense as they were budgeted 



for prior to the start of the school year. In addition, some of the costs of the items incurred 
above may be offset by other budgeted line items that will have reduced spending. 
 
 
6) Please describe the manner in which district administrators, board members, teachers and 
any representatives of teachers collaborated in development of the plan. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
Okemos Public Schools involved district and building administration, teacher/staff leaders 
representing all grade levels and departments and shared the draft plan at a special 
meeting of the Okemos Board of Education for feedback. Revisions to the plan were 
incorporated to reflect the best thinking across our district. 
 
 
7) Please describe the methods the district will use to notify pupils and parents or guardians of 
the plan. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
This plan will be communicated through the district’s email listserv, posted to the district 
website and shared on district Twitter accounts. To ensure that everyone is aware that the plan 
has been developed, a district wide phone call message will be sent to all families and staff as 
well. 
 
 
8) Please provide an estimate of the date on which the district will begin implementation of the 
plan, which must be no later than April 28, 2020 at 12 noon. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
Timeline 
Week of April 7 
Continuous Learning Plan Development and revision, administration, staff and board input 
 
Week of April 13 
Professional development, team collaboration, device distribution, communication of revised 
plan to staff and families, development of common content expectations, submission of plan to 
ISD for approval, modality survey, connecting with students 
 
Week of April 20 - Week 1 of Continuous Learning 
Team collaboration, establishing routines & procedures with students, connecting with 
students, begin learning opportunities, ISD approval of plan expected 
 
Week of April 27 - Week 2 of Continuous Learning 
Team collaboration, connecting with students, learning opportunities 
 
 
9) Please describe the assistance, to the extent feasible, to pupils enrolled in any postsecondary 



dual enrollment courses under Public Act and Career and Technical Preparation Act, in 
completing the courses during the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
For our students in dual enrollment courses we will be working with the provider to determine 
next steps. We will ensure that students have the appropriate materials and support to 
complete those courses. The students will be given the option to convert their grade to credit or 
incomplete. 
 
For students in CTE programs, we will work with the ISD CTE director as well as state level CTE 
directives to ensure our students have the ability to complete these courses. The Okemos High 
School administration and counseling department will work in collaboration with agencies to 
seek answers for families and support our students in these programs.  
 
 
10) Please describe how the district will continue to provide or arrange for continuation of food 
distribution to eligible pupils. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
Okemos Public Schools remains committed to providing all students, and those under 18, 
with access to healthy meals during this period of school closure. Beginning Thursday March 26, 
we will offer mobile school bus drop off for meals at the locations listed below, in addition to 
our curbside ‘Grab & Go’ pickup at Okemos High School on Mondays and Thursdays. 
Community members can visit www.michigan.gov/meetupeatup to find additional meal 
distribution dates and sites potentially closer in location. 
 
Distribution Dates: 
 
Starting, Thursday March 26 through Friday April 10th  
(Monday and Thursday only - Multiple meal pack each day)  
 
Distribution Times and Locations:  
11:00 - Noon Okemos High School -2800 Jolly Rd. (Curbside ‘Grab & Go’ Pick Up)  
11:00 - 11:20 Arrowtree Apts/Chief Okemos Apts./1720 Chief Okemos Circle (Bus Drop off)  
11:00 - 11:20 Club Meridian Apts. - 2365 Club Meridian, Okemos (Bus Drop off)  
11:30 -11:50 Hamilton Trace Apts. - 1846 Hamilton, Okemos (Bus Drop off)  
11:30 -11:50 Knob Hill Apts - 2300 Knob Hill Dr., Okemos (Bus Drop off)  
12:00 -12:20 Central Park Apts - 5223 Madison Ave, Meridian Twp. (Bus Drop off)  
12:00 -12:20 Fox Hollow Apartments Area – 2153 Woodleaf Court, Okemos (Bus Drop off)  
12:30 -12:50 Meridian Meadows - 4555 Paddock, Okemos (Bus Drop off)  
12:30- 12:50 Okemos Public Montessori at Central – South lot 4406 Okemos Rd. (Bus Drop off)  
1:00 – 1:20 Winslow Park – 734 W. Grand River, Okemos (Bus Drop off)  
1:00 – 1:20 Wardcliff School - 5150 Wardcliff Rd., Okemos– parking lot (Bus Drop off)  
 
USDA Non-Discrimination Statement In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation 
for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 



means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact 
the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities 
may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 800-877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 
languages other than English. To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, 
call 866-632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: 202-690-7442; or (3) email: 
program.intake@usda.gov. This institution is an equal opportunity provider: 

 
 
11) Please confirm that the district will continue to pay school employees while redeploying staff 

to provide meaningful work in the context of the plan, subject to any applicable requirements of 
a collective bargaining agreement. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
Pursuant to Executive Order 2020-35, Okemos Public Schools will continue to pay all employees 
and continue with full insurance benefits during this time period. All pay will be in accordance 
with collective bargaining agreement language. 
 
Okemos Public Schools will be using staff for various functions and activities to support the 
learning plan. Planned examples of redeployment of staff includes the following: 
 
Paraprofessionals, at-risk aides and ELL aides will be used to provide individual and small group 
additional assistance to students under the classroom teacher discretion. Long-term substitute 
teachers will be part of grade level/department teams to provide learning to students. Members 
of the transportation department will be utilized to deliver meals and learning packets to 
students. Food service workers will be responsible for preparation and distribution of meals and 
custodians will be working to maintain cleanliness and safety of buildings. Other staff not 
mentioned will be utilized and deployed as needs arise. 
 
In agreement with the assurances, our district is committed to keeping all staff employed. 
Expenses associated with programs such as tuition-based daycare or community recreation will 
be documented for potential future reimbursement 
 
 
12) Describe how the district will evaluate the participation of pupils in the plan. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
The aforementioned survey sent to families will indicate participation in the plan as well as the 
preferred modality for participation, and other factors, as needed. In addition, feedback surveys 
are in development to measure participation in the plan as well as to seek feedback regarding 
implementation of the plan. 
 
 
13) Please describe how the district will provide mental health support to pupils affected by a 
state of emergency or state of disaster prompted by COVID-19. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 



The mental health and well-being of our students, families and staff are paramount in our 
approach and supported as a critical area in our strategic plan. We recognize the traumatic 
impact of these events and wish to be sure our approach is balanced to meet the needs of 
students. 
 
Teachers and staff members will use this lens when connecting with students to recognize and 
respond to a wide variety of needs. The focus will be on the whole child, building strong 
connections, as well as moving them forward with academic learning. 
 
The district has an open survey for parents to indicate the need for mental health support. 
Based on those results the counselor/social worker may reach out to families to determine what 
they may need. If a need is communicated to a teacher/staff member, they will communicate it 
to the principal and building counselor or caseload social worker, if applicable, for the necessary 
follow-up. 
Counselors and social workers are checking school email regularly and are meeting to develop 
continued support for students, families and staff. 

 

The following resources have been shared with families and are posted to the website: 

 

Listening Ear Crisis Line…..517.337.1717  

CMH Crisis Services…..517.346.8460  

Crisis Text Line….text CONNECT to 741741 or call 911 

 

Factual Information on COVID 19 

Centers for Disease Control  

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Michigan Department of Health & Human Services 

Coronavirus - Coronavirus Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Q&A

___________________________________________ 

 

Self Care Resources 

Centers for Disease Control  

Mental Health & Coping During COVID-19Coping with a Disaster or Traumatic Event 

 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 

Coping With Stress During Infectious Disease Outbreaks

___________________________________________

 

Talking to Children 

National Association of School Psychologists 

Talking to Children About COVID-19  

 

Child Mind Institute 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/2019-nCoV_Web_FAQ_Final_02.07.20_680693_7.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/managing-stress-anxiety.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/managing-stress-anxiety.html
https://store.samhsa.gov/system/files/sma14-4885.pdf
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource


Talking to Kids About the Coronavirus 

 

Kid Health 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): How to Talk to Your Child (for Parents)  

 

Centers for Disease Control  

Talking with children about COVID 19 

___________________________________________ 

 

Free Referral and Information Helpline 

 

Michigan 211 

Need help with food, housing, or paying bills? Need support in a family crisis or community 

disaster?  2-1-1 is a free referral and information network that connects people to a wide range 

of health and human services, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

 

To contact 2-1-1 simply dial the numbers 2-1-1 from any phone.   

2-1-1 operators offer help in 180+ languages.  

 

14) Please describe how the district will support the efforts of the intermediate district in which 
the district is located to mobilize disaster relief child care centers, as described in Executive 
Order 2020-35 or any executive order that follows it. 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
Okemos Public Schools has coordinated communications and feedback with the Ingham 
Intermediate School District regarding the potential for the district to mobilize as a disaster 
relief child care center as indicated in the executive order. Community education has surveyed 
staff to gauge our ability to staff and maintain licensing if called upon, and concerns exist 
because many employees are Michigan State University students who have returned home due 
to its closure. 
 
We will continue to work with the ISD to support where we can. 
 
Optional question: 
15) Does the district plan to adopt a balanced calendar instructional program for the remainder 
of the 2019-2020 school year? Does the district plan to adopt a balanced calendar instructional 
program for the 20-21 school year? 
 
District/ PSA Response: 
 
Okemos Public Schools has already collectively bargained agreements with our bargaining 
units to establish the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school calendars, which includes obtaining the 
waiver for a pre-Labor Day start. Moving forward, Okemos Public Schools has interest in looking 
at a more balanced approach that allows for more frequent mental health breaks during the 

https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-how-talk-child.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/talking-with-children.html
https://www.mi211.org/


school year. 
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